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LANDSCAPE EVALUATION

IN INDUSTRIAL AREAS
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In the North-East of Estonia, the landscape is contrasting: different natural
and man-made landforms exist together. In this area, oil shale mining and
processing have essentially changed the landscape, and as a result, different
man-made industrial landscape forms have come into being. The attitude of
local inhabitants towards the heritage of oil shale industry has been tradi-
tionally negative. Nevertheless, the artificial “mountainous” and “hilly” re-
lief offers also a positive effect, having some expressive image in the back-
ground of the natural plain landscape forms. For protection of cultural land-
scapes from damages, 32 landscapes that are more valuable were selected,
whereat the historical, cultural, natural, recreational, aesthetic, scientific,
etc. factors were taken into account. In the future, a special stewardship for
more attractive areas will be worked out.
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